The Eastern Question

such would, interfere with the liberty of trading guaranteed
to foreigners.

In 1881 the Council of the Ottoman Public Debt was
established. This consisted of delegates from the European
Powers. Its object was to collect and administer the revenues
for the service of the Turkish loans. At the end of the
eighteenth century European Post Offices had been opened
in Turkey and in the nineteenth century letters could be
posted in Austrian, English, French, German, Italian or
Russian pillar-boxes. In 1840 an International Sanitary
Organisation -was created at Constantinople to deal with
oriental epidemics. It took possession of the principal
Turkish ports and levied a special tax on navigation for its
own needs. Then there was international control of light-
houses and railways, and there were international spheres of
influence such as that of Great Britain in Egypt, France in
the Lebanon, Greece in the Archipelago, and Austria and
Russia in the Balkans and Armenia.

The meeting between King Edward and the Czar at Reval
in June 1908 had led the Committee of Union and Progress
to fear yet further intervention on the part of the Powers.
It had been the intention to begin the revolution on August
3 ist, the anniversary of the Sultan's accession, but events
hastened matters. Early in July sporadic outbreaks had
already occurred in Macedonia when some officers had been
murdered, but the final spark was struck by nothing more
harmful than an impending school treat. The children of
the Austrian school at Oskub were to be taken for an excur-
sion through the gorge of Klatchanik in Albania to a wood
near Verisovitch, a small town on the line which terminated
at Mitrovitza. But the project disturbed the local inhabitants,
who feared that occidental school-treat habits might corrupt
their morals already contaminated by the music-halls at tJskub.
A platform had been put up for the children to dance and it
was rumoured that Austrian flags might be displayed. The
Albanians therefore burnt the platform and threatened to
open fire on the train if it should attempt to pass the gorge.
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